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GOP defends Trump as 
Bolton book adds pressure 


BY ERIC TUCKER, ZEKE MILLER AND 
LISA MASCARO 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

Pressure increased Monday 
on senators to call John Bolton 
to testify at President Donald 
Trump’s impeachment trial 
even as defense lawyers 
brushed past extraordinary new 
allegations from Trump’s form- 
er national security adviser and 
made legal and historical argu- 
ments for acquittal. 


The president’s legal team 
resumed its presentation as 
Republicans grappled with 
claims in a forthcoming book 
from Bolton that undercut a key 
defense argument - that Trump 
never tied withholding military 
aid to Ukraine to his demand 
the country help investigate 
political rival Joe Biden. 

The attorneys did not make 
any direct reference to revela- 
tions about Bolton’s book draft 
as they opened arguments, 
though one did appear to take 


an oblique swipe. 

“We deal with 
transcript evi- 
dence, we deal 
with publicly 
available infor- 
mation,” said 
attorney Jay Se- 
kulow. “We do 
not deal with 
speculation, allegations that are 
not based on evidentiary stan- 
dards at all.” 

The president’s lawyers ar- 
gued that Trump had legitimate 


John Bolton 


reason to be concerned about 
Ukraine and, in any event, ulti- 
mately released the aid without 
the country committing to in- 
vestigations the president want- 
ed. Democrats say Trump did so 
only after a whistleblower sub- 
mitted a complaint about the 
episode. 

The lawyers also defended the 
actions of Rudy Giuliani, the 
president’s personal lawyer 
whose efforts pressing for the 
Biden investigation helped lead 
to the firing of the American 


ambassador to Ukraine. And 
they attacked the business deal- 
ings of Hunter Biden, who sat 
on the board of a Ukraine gas 
company at the same time his 
father was vice president, as 
they made the case that Trump 
was right to seek an investiga- 
tion. 

Ken Starr, the former inde- 
pendent counsel whose investi- 
gation into President Bill Clin- 
ton resulted in his impeach- 
ment, bemoaned what he said 
was an “age of impeachment.” 

Impeachment, he said, re- 
quires both an actual crime and 
a “genuine national consensus” 
that the president must go. Nei- 
ther exists here, Starr said. 

Impeachment is “filled with 
acrimony and divides the coun- 
try like nothing else,” Starr said, 
adding, “Those of who lived 
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BY BRUCE HENDERSON 
bhenderson@charlotteobserver.com 


It’s coveted commuter rail 
that for more than two decades 
has existed only on paper: the 
25-mile Red Line, as it is now 
known, from traffic-choked 
northern Mecklenburg County 
to uptown Charlotte. 

The tracks are already in 
place, running through down- 
town Davidson, Cornelius and 


weeds off North Graham Street 
in Charlotte. Only about one 
freight train a week rattles down 
the once-busy tracks, which the 
Charlotte Area Transit System 
says occupy an ideal corridor 
between northern suburbs and 
the city. 

Tantalizing as they are for 
commuter rail, the tracks are 
owned by Norfolk Southern 
Corp., which refuses to share 
what it calls the O Line. But 
despite little apparent progress 
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Tracks that could be used for the future Red Line are owned by Norfolk Southern Corp., which refuses to share what it calls the O Line. 


Northern commuter rail 
is stymied by impasse 
over rarely used tracks 


CATS insists the Red Line isn’t 
dead. 

Cornelius resident Scott 
McClellan, who commutes to 
his uptown bank job by bus, 
ponders why he has to sit in 
traffic when “this empty line is 
just sitting there.” 

That Norfolk Southern can’t 
be induced to share the track 
“just seems like a story that’s 
accepted as fact, like gravity,” 
McClellan said. Considering 
that Norfolk Southern has a 


state-owned entity, the N.C. 
Railroad Co., he said, it seems 
like the situation could be re- 
solved. 

Norfolk Southern leases rights 
to the 317 miles of track be- 
tween Charlotte and the coast 
that are owned by the N.C. 
Railroad Co., a private corpora- 
tion that is wholly owned by the 
state. 

Included in the lease is a 
heavily-used freight line be- 
tween Greensboro and Char- 
lotte that also carries Amtrak 
passenger trains. The O Line, 
which Norfolk Southern owns, 
connects Winston-Salem and 
Charlotte as it cuts through 
northern Mecklenburg and 
serves as a backup to the vital 
Greensboro-to-Charlotte line. 

For at least five years, CATS 
has said Norfolk Southern 
doesn’t want to commit to shar- 
ing the O Line until it is assured 


Breya Busby, 
Charlotte 
Christian 
star, faces 
rare cancer 


BY LANGSTON WERTZ JR. 
lwertz@charlotteobserver.com 


When doctors told Tony 
Busby his 17-year-old daugh- 
ter had cancer, he said he felt 
like time just stopped. 

“Pm like ‘God, just give it 
to me versus her,’” Busby told 
the Observer. “The biggest 
concern I had, and like I told 
her, ‘I just wanted to know 
that you were going to be 
around, that we could see you 
get married and have the 
wonderful life you are sup- 
posed to have and be the 
person that Christ made you 
to be.’ That’s my only con- 
cern.” 

For weeks, Tony Busby, the 
head girls basketball coach at 
Charlotte Christian School, 
wasn’t sure what was wrong 
with his daughter. But finally, 
about two weeks ago, the 
family got an answer: Breya 
has acute lymphoblastic leu- 
kemia, a cancer that means 
months of chemotherapy and 
time away from basketball. 
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Breya Busby, center, has begun 
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704-896-7016 


Come See The Bailey's Glen w 


What do you get when you combine custom homes, 
desirable amenities, and a list of attractive activities? 
Come see for yourself, at Bailey's Glen - the 
Carolinas’ premiere active adult community! 
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